Recent developments in Cognitive Linguistics have extended the scope of analysis from the unobservable cognitive processing of language by individuals to studies of social, publically observable interaction (Hougaard 2008) , and an appreciation of the social context of interaction in "communities of practice" (Croft 2009). Within cultural traditions, genres -the recurrent social use of language, frame the productive and receptive assumptions of speakers and their audiences (Miller 1984; Sinding 2002; Sinding 2005) . Cognitive Linguistic approaches to interaction (Hougaard 2005; Hougaard 2008; Hougaard and Oakley 2008; Oakley and Hougaard 2008) assume that participants establish a shared cognitive representation expressed as mutual or shared knowledge or distributed cognition (Hutchins 2006) to account for the understandings of the participants. While this assumption may be true for many forms of discourse, shared understandings are the product, rather than the starting point in one genrenegotiation.
